
MSWCA Unplugged: April 1-2, 2022, Delta State University 
Conference Schedule

Friday, April 1, 2022

4:30-6:00pm – Registration, Kethley Hall foyer
5:15-6:15pm – MSWCA Board Meeting, Kethley Hall conference room
6:30-7:30pm – Planetarium show in Wiley Planetarium, Rooms 124 and 125, Eleanor Boyd 
Walters Hall; hosted by Dr. Maria Weber, Assistant Professor of Physics and Planetarium 
Director

Dinner on your own

Saturday, April 2, 2022

7:30-8:45am – Registration, Jobe Hall foyer
8:00-8:45am – Breakfast, Jobe Hall foyer
8:50-9:05am – Welcome from Dr. Judith Coleman and Dr. Jeanine Rauch, Jobe Hall 

auditorium

All conference sessions will be held in Kethley Hall, which is adjacent to Jobe Hall. Snacks 
will be available from 9:15-4:30 in the Writing Center, room 200 in Kethley Hall (directly 
across from the main staircase on the second floor). Delta State Writing Center tutors will 
also be on hand to chat!

Session 1: 9:15-10:45am

 “Playing in a New Key: Fine-Tuning Our Writing Centers”

1) Roundtable: Alissa Elliott, Hinds Community College, “Key Changes: Major and Minor 
Shifts in the Pandemic Writing Center” (in Kethley room 135)

2) Individual Presentation Group 1: (in Kethley room 136)
 Ann Marks, Mississippi College, “The Fall of the Traditional Writing Center: Changes in 

Student Outreach During the Pandemic”
 Sara Nickolson, Hinds Community College, “Unplugging from an Emotionally Charged 

Session: The Burnouts of Being an Emotional Sponge in a Community College Writing 
Center”

 Carmen Abston, Hinds Community College, “What’s a Writing Center?: Using Class 
Visits to Effectively Introduce a New Writing Center to a Commuting Community 
College Campus”

3) Individual Presentation Group 2: (in Kethley room 138)



 Deidra Jackson, University of Mississippi Tupelo, with Megan K. Schrock, Karmen P. 
Morris, and Kaylee Strickland, “In the Background: Study Music and the University of 
Mississippi-Tupelo’s Regional Students”

 Liz Egan, Millsaps College, with Brianna Blunt, Lane Craft, Rohinton Dossabhoy, Averie 
Grantham, Riley Houston, and Carol Maya Wiltshire, “Getting Our Groove Back: 
Recharging Our Research Goals”

Keynote Address

11:00am-12:00pm – Keynote presentation from Dr. Travis Webster, Assistant Professor of 
Writing and Rhetoric at Virginia Tech University
Introduction by Dr. Rachel Johnson, Director, Oxford Center, University of Mississippi

12:00-1:00pm: Boxed picnic lunch in Kethley Hall
Entertainment provided in the Kethley foyer by musicians and Delta Music Institute 
students Neshun Holmes and Clayton Mulder
Student tutors: Delta State Writing Center lead tutor Kelly Foster will “host” the tutor 
lunch in Kethley 135 (and outside, if weather permitting); please join her and your fellow 
tutors to socialize while you eat!

Session 2: 1:15-2:45

“Expanding the Band: New Perspectives and Methodologies for Equity and Inclusion in 
Writing Center Practice”

1) Roundtable: Mike Smith, Delta State University, “Bringing Creative Writing Workshop 
Methods to the Tutoring Table” (in Kethley 138)

2) Roundtable, Natacia Davis, Northwest Community College with University of Mississippi 
DeSoto, with Jeanine Rauch, Jeremey Wright, Hannah Scott, Rivers Mallory, Mia 
Dilworth, and C.W. Weaver, “‘I Will Survive’: Promoting Equitable Practices in a 
Writing Center” (in Kethley 135)

3) Individual Presentation Group: (in Kethley 136)
 Bethani England, Hinds Community College, “‘This is a Matter of Life and Death, or 

Even Worse, Workers’ Comp’: Exploring New Ground in Writing Across the Curriculum 
for CTE/Vo-Tech Students in Workforce Training at a Community College”

 Tatiana Glushko, Jackson State University, with Joanne LeBrun, “Re-examining Writing 
Center Practices to Support Graduate Student Writers”

Session 3: 3:00-4:15

“Adjusting the Pitch: Reconsidering Harmonious Habits in the Writing Center”



1) Panel Presentation: Rachel Johnson, University of Mississippi, with Andrew Davis, 
Morgan McComb, Margaret Pless, Bailey Moorhead, Elijah Two Bears, “Writing Centers 
and Open Educational Resource Development” (in Kethley 138)

2) Individual Presentation: (in Kethley 136)
 Cameron Adams, Hinds Community College, “ESPN Presents WritingCenter’s Top Play 

of the Week: Sports Analyst vs. Writing Center Tutor Ends in a Tie?”
 Eboni Anderson, Hinds Community College, “Digital Burnout in the Fields of Tutoring 

and Journalism”

3) Panel Presentation: Loree Rios, Mississippi State University, with Karen Schmidt and 
Greg Marcus, “‘Have you Tried Unplugging it and Plugging It Back In?’ Redirecting and 
Creating Harmony in the Writing Center during a Global Pandemic” (in Kethley 135)

Farewells and Close of Conference: 4:15-4:45

In keeping with our “unplugged” theme, there will be no formal closing remarks. Instead, 
grab some snacks for the road from the second-floor Writing Center and say your goodbyes 
in the Kethley foyer. Make sure to pat yourselves on the back for an awesome conference!



Presentation Abstracts (in alphabetical order by first presenter)

Carmen Abston, Hinds Community College, “What’s a Writing Center?: Using Class 
Visits to Effectively Introduce a New Writing Center to a Commuting Community College 
Campus”
What is the most effective way to make students interested in using a new writing center on a 
commuting community college campus? This presentation will explore the direct and personal 
approach of in-class visits to convince students who have never experienced a writing center that 
they will benefit from using its services. In addition, this discussion deals with the effect the 
commuting campus culture has on the students’ unlikeliness to utilize the writing center on sight 
due to their social lives being primarily off campus and the role that the pandemic plays in these 
students deciding to forgo tutorial services.

Cameron Adams, Hinds Community College, “ESPN Presents WritingCenter’s Top Play of 
the Week: Sports Analyst vs. Writing Center Tutor Ends in a Tie?”
A sports analyst is a person looking through technical, tactical, physiological, and psychological 
performance metrics working with the sports coach and sports science team to improve athlete 
performances. As a Writing Center tutor, we are stepping into the shoes of a sports analyst, in a 
sense. We are presented with a player who has certain strengths and weaknesses that must be 
accommodated. No matter if the player has a low scoring game or a new career high, it’s up to 
the tutor to analyze their game and performance to ensure that they leave the session with more 
confidence than before.

Eboni Anderson, Hinds Community College, “Digital Burnout in the Fields of Tutoring 
and Journalism”
Are journalists and tutors really that different? The fields of journalism and peer tutoring are 
very different but can easily be compared. This presentation will show how the roles and the 
terms that are used in the journalism field are also found in the writing center. Media also has a 
new impact in both environments. As COVID-19 becomes the new normal, we are beginning to 
see a massive increase of the want for human interaction. With this presentation, I will show how 
both the journalists and tutors must make their way back to how things were before the virtual 
takeover.

Natacia Davis, Northwest Community College with University of Mississippi DeSoto, with 
Jeanine Rauch, Jeremey Wright, Hannah Scott, Rivers Mallory, Mia Dilworth, and C.W. 
Weaver “‘I Will Survive’: Promoting Equitable Practices in a Writing Center”
During this roundtable discussion, the combined DeSoto Writing Center will have members of 
both directors and consultants share their experiences that focus on how the rhythm of our joint 
writing center has not stopped flowing during this pandemic. Each member will explain the use 
of online and face-to-face consultations, and training meetings before and after the pandemic. 
Various tutor techniques will also be shared to show how even through turmoil and uncertainty, 
students’ writing is still being helped. Conversations will also extend to how our writing center 
experienced turnover and new hires and still kept moving on.



Liz Egan, Millsaps College, with Brianna Blunt, Lane Craft, Rohinton Dossabhoy, Averie 
Grantham, Riley Houston, and Carol Maya Wiltshire, “Getting Our Groove Back: 
Recharging Our Research Goals”
This presentation will begin with an overview of our research inquiry, methodology, and early 
findings, and then will “unplug” for a conversation with attendees about recognizing when our 
batteries are low and managing expectations while that battery recharges, including our concerns 
about whether the traditional research methods we’ve selected for our work – population survey 
and focus group interviews – are the right tune to play at a time when the students we hope to 
study are more disengaged and “unplugged” than before. We look forward to jamming out with 
conference attendees as we all strive to get our groove back!

Alissa Elliott, Hinds Community College, “Key Changes: Major and Minor Shifts in the 
Pandemic Writing Center”
The coordinator of the urban satellite campus of Hinds Community College made shifts in tone, 
tenor, and tempo in her center in response to the pandemic and shrinking enrollment: offering 
Written Feedback appointments across several district campuses, writing and publishing poetry 
both independently and by commission for a campus event, participating in a broader range of 
campus activities, and bringing workshops into class meetings rather than relying on registrants 
or drop-ins. She discusses the outcomes of her experiments and facilitates a round-table 
discussion of what has been lost, gained, attempted, and discarded in the wake of hard seasons 
for our students, staffs, and selves.

Bethani England, Hinds Community College, “‘This is a Matter of Life and Death, or Even 
Worse, Workers’ Comp’: Exploring New Ground in Writing Across the Curriculum for 
CTE/Vo-Tech Students in Workforce Training at a Community College”
Writing essays with sources in MLA formatting is often seen as irrelevant and useless to our 
students in career technical education who are planning on entering the workforce immediately 
after completing their programs. Their work is largely hands-on involving operating machinery 
or understanding equipment and seems to have little to do with argumentative papers or literary 
analyses. This presentation will explain what I have learned about the relevance and impact of 
“real life” writing for our CTE programs by working with students on safety analysis checks, 
shift and equipment malfunction reports, and even on-site injury witness statements for workers’ 
comp.

Tatiana Glushko, Jackson State University, with Joanne LeBrun, “Re-examining Writing 
Center Practices to Support Graduate Student Writers”
A recent increase in the percentage of graduate students seeking support in the writing center on 
our HBCU campus has prompted us to re-examine our practices in graduate writing support and 
tutor training. In this talk, the presenter will discuss the challenges and opportunities this increase 
has presented for the center, specifically (1) enhancing the existing resources and activities for 
graduate student writers, (2) developing tutor training that would focus on graduate writers and 
writing in the disciplines, and (3) building alliances with graduate faculty and university units 
directly involved in graduate student education.



Deidra Jackson, University of Mississippi Tupelo, with Megan K. Schrock, Karmen P. 
Morris, and Kaylee Strickland, “In the Background: Study Music and the University of 
Mississippi-Tupelo’s Regional Students”
During a global pandemic, how does background study music play a role in enabling a university 
writing center to better respond to the needs of branch campus students? To answer this question, 
we queried students, conducted a research analysis, gathering survey data and narrative 
anecdotes centered on our writing center’s prominent placement of music as an extension of our 
mission. By continuing to create appealing ways to engage our regional students – even during 
an ongoing global pandemic – we strive to effectively support them and acknowledge that their 
academic lifestyles greatly differ from those of their “traditional” peers. By discussing these 
results with other researchers and scholars, we hope to add to the limited research on writing 
centers and their impact on branch campus students.

Rachel Johnson, University of Mississippi, with Andrew Davis, Morgan McComb, 
Margaret Pless, Bailey Moorhead, Elijah Two Bears, “Writing Centers and Open 
Educational Resource Development”
In January 2022, the UM Writing Center held their first Writing Center Open Educational 
Resources Institute. This program offered participating graduate students with experience or 
interest in writing center consultation and/or writing instruction the opportunity to learn how to 
develop, design, and publish open educational resources. Participants attended brief, daily 
professional development sessions where they learned principles of open access content 
development, document design, electronic document accessibility, creative commons licensing, 
and web publication. In this presentation, we will share preliminary findings and resources from 
the program.

Ann Marks, Mississippi College, “The Fall of the Traditional Writing Center: Changes in 
Student Outreach During the Pandemic”
The presenter will discuss the process of turning a traditionally in-person writing center into a 
virtual writing center using the experiences of the Mississippi College Writing Center during the 
pandemic. The presenter will discuss the strategies that the writing center used on social media 
and the adjustments made to the writing center’s resources and events. During this discussion, 
the following questions will be answered: 1) How did the Mississippi College Writing Center’s 
use of social media change during the pandemic? 2) What strategies did the writing center try 
and which of these strategies worked? 3) What lessons did the writing center learn during this 
process?

Sara Nickolson, Hinds Community College, “Unplugging from an Emotionally Charged 
Session: The Burnouts of Being an Emotional Sponge in a Community College Writing 
Center”
A tutor sits across from a student overwhelmed to the point of tears, sharing their story in 
confidence; the tutor’s mind is racing on how to remain professional yet sympathize and 
maintain a supportive environment. Peer tutors can be viewed as “emotional sponges,” expected 
to soak up the weight of student experience without having the necessary skills (Im et al. 204). 
As a community college peer tutor, this is a daily dilemma. How can we possibly unplug from a 
burnout and plug into the next session? We must explore new outlets for tutors to cope with 
burnouts and emotionally laborious sessions.



Loree Rios, Mississippi State University, with Karen Schmidt and Greg Marcus, “‘Have 
you Tried Unplugging it and Plugging It Back In?’ Redirecting and Creating Harmony in 
the Writing Center during a Global Pandemic”
We will discuss how the WC can adapt to a hybrid reality, how to incorporate our new 
knowledge of technology, and how to get back to the roots of face-to-face learning and 
collaboration in our sessions as well as our training. We will emphasize the importance of 
support and engagement with students, faculty, staff, tutors, and administrators. We will share 
how we have utilized social media, social and promotional events, staff meetings, and revamped 
training techniques to plug in to our immediate and surrounding communities on our campus as a 
means of collaboratively orchestrating our new normal.

Mike Smith, Delta State University, “Bringing Creative Writing Workshop Methods to the 
Tutoring Table”
This roundtable session will explore the ways that workshopping methods traditionally used for 
creative writing can be utilized by tutors in one-to-one tutorial sessions for both creative and 
non-creative pieces. When students bring creative writing to a writing center, the tutor working 
with them can often feel little qualified to critique or workshop that piece; Professor Mike Smith 
will bring his experience as a published creative writer and teacher of creative writing to a 
discussion of how a workshopping mode and strategies can help any tutor create a more 
productive session with creative writing clients. These strategies also have wider application for 
any writing center session, especially one that needs a new perspective.


